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1. Ans) (c)
Explanation:
The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) told the Union Home Ministry (MHA) that it is ready make its
force “compatible” for the recruitment of transgender people as officers in their ranks. The CRPF
communication refers to the April 15, 2014 judgment of the Supreme Court declaring transgender people
as the Third Gender. Following this, Parliament passed The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act in 2019. The CRPF is the second force, among the five asked for their views, which has given a

positive response to MHA’s question

2. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

The Lakshadweep Islands administration has announced the creation of the world’s first conservation area
— 239 sq. km — for endangered sea cucumbers. The announcement came after reports of smuggling of
sea cucumbers and other vulnerable marine species for sale in east Asia.Sea cucumbers are invertebrates
ranging in sizes up to six feet (1.8m). The species is high in demand across south-east Asia, mainly
China, for food and traditional medicine. In India, the species is listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act (WPA), 1972, akin to the protection for a tiger, leopard or elephant. They cannot be
transported in any form for commercial use and are also protected under the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which India is a signatory. A total ban on harvesting of sea
cucumbers was imposed in 2001 under the WPA by the Union environment ministry. The creation of a
protected area puts restrictions on entry and a ban on collection or trade of corals, sea cucumbers or any
other Schedule 1 (under Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972) marine organisms.Conservation reserves
are protected areas categorised by the Union environment ministry under the Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Act, 2002. These categories were added because of reduced protection in and around

existing or proposed protected areas due to private ownership of land and land use.

3. Ans) (¢)

Explanation:
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The government recently approved the creation of a new organisation to ensure greater private
participation in India’s space activities.

The new Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe), which is expected to
be functional within six months, will assess the needs and demands of private players, including
educational and research institutions, and, explore ways to accommodate these requirements in
consultation with ISRO.

It is not that there is no private industry involvement in India’s space sector. In fact, a large part of
manufacturing and fabrication of rockets and satellites now happens in the private sector.

IN-SPACe is supposed to be a facilitator, and also a regulator. It will act as an interface between ISRO
and private parties, and assess how best to utilise India’s space resources and increase space-based
activities.

The private industry will also free up ISRO to concentrate on science, research and development,
interplanetary exploration and strategic launches.

IN-SPACe is the second space organisation created by the government in the last two years. In the 2019
Budget, the government had announced the setting up of a New Space India Limited (NSIL), a public
sector company that would serve as a marketing arm of ISRO. Its main purpose is to market the
technologies developed by ISRO and bring it more clients that need space-based services.That role,
incidentally, was already being performed by Antrix Corporation, another PSU working under the

Department of Space, and which still exists.

4. Ans) (c)

Explanation :

RBI published data on India’s External Debt as at the end of March 2020.

At end-March 2020, India’s external debt was placed at US$ 558.5 billion, recording an increase of US$
15.4 billion over its level at end-March 2019.Commercial borrowings remained the largest component of
external debt, with a share of 39.4 %, followed by non-resident deposits (23.4 %) and short-term trade
credit (18.2 %). US dollar denominated debt continued to be the largest component of India’s external
debt, with a share of 53.7 % at end-March 2020, followed by the Indian rupee (31.9 %), yen (5.6 %), SDR
(4.5 %) and the euro (3.5 %).The borrower-wise classification shows that the outstanding debt of general

government decreased, while that of non-government sector increased at end-March 2020.

5. Ans) (c)
Explanation :
The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) was enacted in 1967.. The 2019 amendment gave the

Home Ministry the power to designate individuals as terrorists. Earlier, in September 2019, the four
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individuals to be first designated as terrorists were JeM chief Masood Azhar, LeT’s Hafiz Saeed, his
deputy Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, and underworld don Dawood Ibrahim, who planned and executed the
1993 Mumbai serial blasts.

6. Ans) (a)
Explanation:
Prasar Bharati is the Public Service Broadcaster of the country. Prasar Bharati is a statutory autonomous
body established under the Prasar Bharati Act. Objective is to conduct public broadcasting services
intended to inform and entertain the public. It comprises the Doordarshan Television Network and All
India Radio, which were earlier media units of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. Established
in 1997. Headquarters is located in New Delhi.

7. Ans) (a)
Explanation :
Indian Railways has launched the process of opening up train operations to private entities on 109 Origin
Destination (OD) pairs of routes using 151 modern trains.
Earlier, in 2019, the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited (IRCTC), in which the
government is the majority shareholder, was given pilot Tejas trains operations in the New Delhi-
Lucknow, and Mumbai-Ahmedabad sectors. These were the first trains allowed to be run by a ‘non-
Railway’ operator.
The present move takes another step towards competing passenger train operations, bringing new-

generation trains and attracting investments of an estimated 330,000 crore.

8. Ans) (a)
Explanation:
NITI Aayog and the International Transport Forum of OECD jointly launched the Decarbonizing
Transport in Emerging Economies project, in India.
The ambitious five-year project will help India develop a pathway towards a low-carbon transport system
through the development of modelling tools and policy scenarios.
The DTEE project would help India translate its climate ambitions into actions.
The transport sector of India is the third most greenhouse gas emitting sector, where the major
contribution comes from the road transport sector.
Out of the total carbon dioxide emissions in India, 13 percent come from the transport sector. These

emissions have more than tripled since 1990.
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9. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

NI-KSHAY is the web enabled patient management system for TB control under the National
Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP). It is developed and maintained by the Central TB Division
(CTD), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, in collaboration with the National
Informatics Centre (NIC), and the World Health Organization Country office for India.

Nikshay is used by health functionaries at various levels across the country both in the public and private
sector, to register cases under their care, order various types of tests from Labs across the country, record
treatment details, monitor treatment adherence and to transfer cases between care providers. It also
functions as the National TB Surveillance System and enables reporting of various surveillance data to

the Government of India.

10. Ans) (a).
Explantion
Lampedusa is the largest island of the Italian Pelagie Islands in the Mediterranean Sea.
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