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EXPLANATION 

1. Ans) (b) 

Explanation: 

The 49th Governing Council Meeting of National Productivity Council (NPC) was held under the 

Chairmanship of Commerce and Industry Minister PiyushGoyal. NPC is an autonomous body under 

Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 

Government of India. NPC is a national level organization to promote productivity culture in India. 

Established in 1958. It is an autonomous, multipartite, non-profit organization and has been registered 

as a Society under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860. NPC is a constituent of the Tokyo-

based Asian Productivity Organisation (APO), an Inter-Governmental Body, of which the Government 

of India is a founder member.  

 

2. Ans) (b) 

Explanation: 

On the call of Prime Minister, Union Culture Ministry will celebrate “SankalpParva” to plant trees 

from 28th June to 12 July 2020. Prime Minister NarendraModi has called for planting at least five trees 

either in Office campus or wherever it is possible, to ensure clean and healthy environment of the 

country. In this background, Union Ministry of Culture has decided to celebrate SankalpParva from 

28th June to 12 July 2020, wherein Ministry expects all its Subordinate Offices, Academies, Attached 

Institutions, Affiliated Institutions to plant trees in its campus or at the surroundings wherever it is 

possible. Ministry of Culture recommends to plants following five trees which represent the herbal 

heritage of our country: (i) “Bargad” (ii) “Awla” (iii) “Pepal” (iv) “Ashok” (v) “Bel”.  

 

3. Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

President Ram NathKovind has promulgated the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 

in pursuance of the commitment to ensure safety of depositors across banks. The Ordinance amends 

the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 as applicable to Cooperative Banks. It seeks to protect the interests 

of depositors and strengthen cooperative banks by improving governance and oversight by extending 

powers already available with RBI in respect of other banks to Co-operative Banks. The amendments 

do not affect existing powers of the State Registrars of Co-operative Societies under state co-operative 
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laws. The amendments do not apply to Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) or co-operative 

societies whose primary object and principal business is long-term finance for agricultural 

development. The Ordinance also amends Section 45 of the Banking Regulation Act to enable making 

of a scheme of reconstruction or amalgamation of a banking company for protecting the interest of the 

public, depositors and the banking system and for securing its proper management, even without 

making an order of moratorium, so as to avoid disruption of the financial system.  

 

4. Ans) (c) 

Explanation: 

Secretary of Department of Science and Technology (DST) launched the official Logo to celebrate 

Golden Jubilee Commemoration Year of DST. Department of Science & Technology (DST) was 

established in 1971 on 3rd May. DST is observing Golden Jubilee Commemoration Year during the 

period 3rd May 2020 to 2nd May 2021 with activities like lecture series, bringing out publications, 

documentaries, updating Wikipedia pages of Survey of India, and Autonomous Institutions under DST 

etc.  

 

5. Ans: A 

Explanation: 

Researchers in the UK are set to study the “anthropause”, a term they have coined to refer to the 

coronavirus-induced lockdown period and its impact on other species. Researchers have suggested that 

the lockdown period, which is also being referred to as the “Great Pause”, be referred to with a more 

precise term. So they have proposed ‘anthropause’ to refer specifically to a considerable global 

slowing of modern human activities, notably travel. Reduction in human activity during the 

coronavirus lockdown on both land and sea has been “unparalleled” in recent history. The 

unprecedented curbs imposed on millions of people around the world, mainly due to restrictions in 

travel, led to reports of unusual animal behaviour. For instance, there were pumas sighted in Chile’s 

Santiago, jackals in the parks of Tel Aviv in Israel, dolphins in the waters of Italy and even a monkey 

fight on the streets of Thailand. The researchers believe studying this period will provide valuable 

insights into the relationship between human-wildlife interactions in the 21st century.  

 

6. Ans) (a) 

Explanation: 

Space agency NASA announced that its headquarters in Washington, D.C. would be named after Mary 

W. Jackson (1921-2005), the agency’s first African American female engineer. Mary Jackson (1921 – 

2005) was an American mathematician and aerospace engineer at the National Advisory Committee 
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for Aeronautics (NACA), which in 1958 was succeeded by the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA). In 2019, Jackson was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal. 

In 2020 the Washington, D.C. headquarters of NASA was renamed the Mary W. Jackson NASA 

Headquarters. Her story features in the 2016 non-fiction book “Hidden Figures: The American Dream 

and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race” and the 

Oscar-nominated film “Hidden Figures” that the book inspired.  

 

7. Ans) (c) 

Explanation: 

Directorate General of Training (DGT), under the aegis of the Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE), is responsible for implementing long term institutional training to the 

nation’s youth through its network of training institutes and infrastructure. It plays a key role in the 

execution of vocational training schemes and in making ‘Digital India’ dream become a reality. 

The SkillsBuild Reignite tends to provide job seekers and entrepreneurs, with access to free online 

coursework and mentoring support designed to help them reinvent their careers and businesses. Job 

seekers, individual business owners, entrepreneurs and any individual with learning aspirations can 

now tap into host of industry relevant content on topics including Artificial intelligence, Cloud, Data 

analytics and security to reskill and upskill themselves, at no cost 

 

8. Ans) (b) 

Explanation: 

The WHO is working with a large coalition of drug-development, funding and distribution 

organisations under what it is calling the ACT-Accelerator Hub. 

In an update on the ACT-Accelerator initiative, launched in April to speed up research and 

development for the new disease, the WHO and global health groups said the coronavirus pandemic is 

still threatening millions of lives and scores of economies. 

 

9. Ans) (d) 

Explanation: 

Since 2000, FATF has maintained the FATF blacklist (formally called the “Call for action”) and the 

FATF greylist (formally called the “Other monitored jurisdictions”). 

 

10. Ans) (c) 

Explanation: 
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The Urban Learning Internship Program (TULIP)’ – A program for providing internship opportunities 

to fresh graduates in all Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and Smart Cities across the country. 

The TULIP program is being implemented through a partnership between Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and AICTE. At the State level, TULIP will be supported by the Urban 

Development departments in providing a clear roadmap for the ULBs/smart cities to adopt TULIP in 

their respective organisations. 

 

 

 


