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1. Ans) (d)

Explanation:

A Virtual Bilateral Summit between Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Italy Prof.
Giuseppe Conte was held on 6th November, 2020. Prime Minister Modi recalled the 2018 visit of Prof.
Giuseppe Conte to India and appreciated the rapid growth in India-Italy relationship in recent past. On
regional and international issues, both sides agreed to coordinate closely at multilateral fora especially G-
20. Italy will assume the Presidency of G-20 in December 2021 followed by India in 2022. Together,
India and Italy will be part of the G20 Troika from December, 2020. India welcomed Italy’s decision to
join ISA as soon as the ratification process is completed. 15 MoUs/Agreements in various sectors such as
energy, fisheries, ship building, design etc. were signed coinciding with the Summit. Both countries are
keen to firmly put behind the 2012 killing of two Indian crew members of a fishing boat off the coast of
Kerala by Italian marines guarding an oil tanker Enrica Lexie, an incident that took bilateral ties to an all-
time low. Italy is currently India’s fifth largest trading partner in the EU, and bilateral trade was worth
9.52 billion Euros in 2019. India, however, ranks 16th as country of origin for Italian imports, and experts

believe there is potential for considerable growth.

2. Ans) (d)
Explanation:
Union Minister of Education announced the Centre of Excellence for Indian Knowledge System to be set
up at IIT Kharagpur. Inaugurating the international webinar titled “Bharata Tirtha” organized by the
Institute from November 6-8, 2020, Union Minister of Education congratulated the Institute for the
continued work in various branches of Indian Knowledge System. IIT Kharagpur has attempted to
introspect on the spirit of India, her challenges in the present times and taken the right measures through

an initiative like Bharata Tirtha and research.

3. Ans) (c)
Explanation:
The Myanmar Army Chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has said that the issue of the citizenship of
Rohingya is solely a matter of domestic law. He said that the citizenship process in Myanmar is subject to
the 1982 citizenship law which identifies only 135 indigenous ethnic groups and Bengalis or Rohingya

are not among these. He further said that Myanmar does not object to the Rohingya living inside the
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Myanmar territory. However, the issue of citizenship, definition of indigenous people and their rights are
matters of domestic law. Refusing to accept international intervention, he said Myanmar is proceeding

according to its own domestic law on this issue.

4. Ans) (a)

Explanation:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Ro-Pax terminal at Hazira and flag off Ro-Pax service
between Hazira and Ghogha in Gujarat on Sunday. Hazira-Ghogha Ro-Pax ferry service will work as a
Gateway to South Gujarat and Saurashtra region. It will reduce the distance between Ghogha and Hazira
from 370 Kilometres to 90 Kilometres. The reduced cargo travel time will result in huge savings of fuel
approximately 9000 litres per day and will lead to reduction in CO2 emission by approximately 24
million tonnes per day. With the onset of Ferry services, the port sector, furniture and fertilizer industries
in Saurashtra and Kutch region will get a big boost. The benefits of enhanced connectivity through this
ferry service will also result in increased inflow of tourists in the famous Asiatic lion wildlife sanctuary at
Gir.

5. Ans) (b)

Explanation:

International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict was
observed on 6 November. In 2001, the UN General Assembly declared 6 November of each year as the
International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict
(A/RES/56/4). In 2016, the United Nations Environment Assembly adopted a resolution which
recognized the role of healthy ecosystems in reducing the risk of armed conflict. It also reaffirmed its
commitment to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals listed in General Assembly
resolution entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. The United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has found that over the last 60 years, at least 40 percent of all
internal conflicts have been linked to the exploitation of natural resources, whether high-value resources

such as timber, diamonds, gold and oil, or scarce resources such as fertile land and water.

6. Ans) (c)
Explanation :
World Tsunami Awareness Day was observed on 5 November. In 2020, World Tsunami Awareness Day
encourages the development of national and community-level, local disaster risk reduction strategies to
save more lives against disasters. This year’s observance promotes "Sendai Seven Campaign,” target (e).
By the year 2030, an estimated 50 per cent of the world's population will live in coastal areas exposed to

flooding, storms and tsunamis. World Tsunami Awareness Day was the brainchild of Japan, which due to
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its repeated experience has over the years built up major expertise in areas such as tsunami early warning.
UN Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) facilitates the observance of World Tsunami Awareness Day in
collaboration with the rest of the United Nations system. The word "tsunami™ comprises the Japanese
words "tsu" (meaning harbour) and "nami" (meaning wave). A tsunami is a series of enormous waves
created by an underwater disturbance usually associated with earthquakes occurring below or near the
ocean. Volcanic eruptions, submarine landslides, and coastal rock falls can also generate a tsunami, as can
a large asteroid impacting the ocean. They originate from a vertical movement of the sea floor with the

consequent displacement of water mass.

7. Ans) (b)
Explanation
National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) is a government-backed entity established to provide
long-term capital to the country’s infrastructure sector. The Indian government has a 49% stake in NIIF
with the rest held by foreign and domestic investors. With the Centre’s significant stake, NIIF is
considered India’s quasi-sovereign wealth fund. It was set up in 2015 as a Category-Il Alternate
Investment Fund. Across its three funds viz. Master Fund, Fund of Funds, and Strategic Opportunities

Fund, it manages over USD 4.3 billion of capital. Its registered office is in New Delhi.

8. Ans) (c)
Explanation
Hyperloop Transportation System is a transportation system where a pod-like vehicle is propelled through
a near-vacuum tube connecting cities at speeds matching that of an aircraft. The hyperloop concept is a
brainchild of Tesla founder Elon Musk. The hyperloop system is being designed to transport passengers
and freight. Hyperloop is a sealed tube or system of tubes with low air pressure through which a pod may
travel substantially free of air resistance or friction. The Hyperloop could convey people or objects at

airline or hypersonic speeds while being very energy efficient.

9. Ans) (a)

Explanation

The First Committee of the UN General Assembly deals with the Disarmament and International security.
It deals with disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace that affect the international community
and seeks out solutions to the challenges in the international security regime. The Committee works in
close cooperation with the United Nations Disarmament Commission and the Geneva-based Conference
on Disarmament. It is the only Main Committee of the General Assembly entitled to verbatim records
coverage. India’s resolution ‘Measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction’

was co-sponsored by more than 75 countries and adopted by consensus without a vote. India, a victim of
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state-sponsored cross-border terrorism, has been at the forefront in highlighting the serious threat to
international peace and security emanating from acquisition of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) by

terrorist groups.

10. Ans) (a)

Explanation

Encouraging Youth for Undertaking Innovative Research through Vibrant Acceleration (E-YUVA)
Scheme aims to promote a culture of applied research and need-oriented (societal or industry)
entrepreneurial innovation among young students and researchers. It will engage a number of
universities and technology institutes to serve as mentors, which will help to create a pan-India network
to encourage a larger number of student entrepreneurs. The scheme is implemented through E-YUVA
Centres (EYCs) to inculcate entrepreneurial culture through fellowship, pre-incubation and mentoring
support. EYCs are housed within the University/Institute set up and mentored by a Biologically-inspired
Resilient Autonomic Cloud (BIRAC). BIRAC helps more and more students who try to set up start-ups

and help India become Atmanirbhar (self-reliant).
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