EXCEL CIVILS ACADEMY

EXCEL_ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

VILE ACADEMY

Date: 04-11-2020

EXPLANATION

1. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

The eighth meeting of the India-UAE High Level Joint Task Force on Investments (“the Joint Task
Force”) was hosted by India in virtual format. The meeting was co-chaired by Shri Piyush Goyal,
Minister of Commerce & Industry, Government of India and Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Member of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The Joint Task Force was created in 2012
as a crucial forum for further deepening the already strong economic ties between the UAE and India.
The mechanism has assumed greater importance as the two countries entrench the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership Agreement signed in January 2017. Both sides reviewed the existing UAE special
desk (‘UAE Plus’) and the Fast Track Mechanism created in 2018 to facilitate investments and to resolve

any challenges experienced by UAE investors in India.

2. Ans) (a)

Explanation:

To initiate the process of taking the country towards nutritional security, Department of Food & Public
Distribution (DFPD) has been running a “Centrally Sponsored Pilot Scheme on Fortification of Rice & its
distribution through Public Distribution System”. The Pilot Scheme has been approved for a period of
three years beginning 2019-2020 with a total budget outlay of Rs.174.6 Crore. Fifteen State Governments
have identified their respective districts (1 district per state) for implementing the Pilot Scheme. Already
5 states of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh have started the
distribution of fortified rice in their respective identified districts. In this connection, the Union Minister
for Food & Consumer Affairs in his review meeting held on 31.10.2020, laid the emphasis on scaling up
of the distribution of fortified rice in the country. The FCI has been asked to come up with a
comprehensive plan for procurement and distribution of fortified rice in all the Districts of the country
under Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) & Mid-Day Meal (MDM) Scheme from 2021-
2022. Special focus would be placed on supplying fortified rice to the 112 specially identified

Aspirational Districts of the country.

3. Ans) (c)
Explanation:

Union Minister of Science and Technology released the National Council of Applied Economic Research
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(NCAER) Report on "Estimating the economic benefits of Investment in Monsoon Mission and High
Performance Computing (HPC) Facilities”. A total of Rs. 1000 crores has been invested in setting up
National Monsoon Mission(NMM) and High performance Computing (HPC) facilities by Government of
India. 76% of the livestock owners are using weather information for taking decisions on modification of
shelter; vaccination against seasonal disease; and fodder management. 82% of fishermen reported using
Ocean State Forecast (OSF) advisories every time before venturing into sea. The total annual economic
benefits to the 1.07 Crore Below Poverty Line (BPL) agricultural households works out to be Rs. 13,331
Crores and incremental benefit over the next five years is estimated to be about Rs. 48,056 Crores for the
farming community. Annual income gained by 53 Lakh BPL fisher households is estimated to be Rs. 663
Crores and the present value of benefits accruing to fisher-folk works out to be Rs. 2,391 Crores over a
period of 5 years. With an initial investment of Rs. 1,000 Crores, NMM and HPC facilities result in a 50-
fold increase in its economic benefits. Derived estimated benefits realized by the women works out to be
Rs. 13,447 Crores, which is 26.6 percent of the total benefit.

4. Ans) (b)

Explanation:

The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference is being organized by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs on 9th November 2020. The day-long Conference will be held on-line through Video
Conference/Webinar. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India issued the
National Urban Transport Policy, 2006 (NUTP). As part of the NUTP enunciations, the Ministry has
taken the initiative to organize an annual international Conference-cum-Exhibition on Urban Mobility
India popularly known as UMI. The primary objective of the conference is to disseminate information to
the cities, whose officials attend the conference to help them keep up-to-date with latest and best urban
transport practices globally. The main theme of this year’s event is “Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility”
with focus on innovative measures taken at national and international level to address the challenges

posed by Covid-19 pandemic to provide accessible and convenient transport to the people.

5. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

Tele-Law has touched a new milestone on 30th October 2020 with 4 Lakh beneficiaries having received
legal advice under this through CSCs (Common Service Centres). Tele-Law programme was launched by
Department of Justice in 2017 to address cases at pre-—litigation stage. Under this programme, smart
technology of video conferencing, telephone /instant calling facilities available at the vast network of
Common Service Centres at the Panchayat level are used to connect the indigent, down-trodden,
vulnerable, unreached groups and communities with the Panel Lawyers for seeking timely and valuable

legal advice. The Tele-Law service is proactively outreached to groups and communities through a cadre
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of frontline volunteers provided by NALSA and CSC- e Gov.

6. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

Six women led startups have won COVID-19 Shri Shakti Challenge organized by MyGov in
collaboration with UN Women. MyGov in collaboration with UN Women, launched the COVID-19 Shri
Shakti Challenge in April 2020. Its objective was to encourage and involve women led startups to come
up with innovative solutions that can help in the fight against COVID19 or solve problems that impact a
large number of women. This challenge was hosted on the Innovate platform of MyGov that called for
applications from women led startups as well as startups who have solutions that address issues faced by a

larger number of women.

7. Ans) (a)

Explanation

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), an umbrella organisation for operating retail payments
and settlement systems in India, is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) under the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. It is a “Not for
Profit” Company under the provisions of Section 25 of Companies Act 1956 (now Section 8 of
Companies Act 2013), with an intention to provide infrastructure to the entire Banking system in India for
physical as well as electronic payment and settlement systems. According to the data released by the
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the total number of transactions conducted on the Bharat
Interface for Money-Unified Payments Interface (BHIM-UPI), known more simply as the UPI, crossed

the 2 billion transactions count in a month in October 2020.

8. Ans) (b)

Explanation

The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) observes the Vigilance Awareness Week every year during the
week in which the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (31st October) falls. It was set up by the
Government in February 1964 on the recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of Corruption,
headed by K Santhanam. The Parliament enacted the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003 conferring
statutory status on the CVC. It is a multi-member commission consisting of a Central Vigilance
Commissioner (Chairperson) and not more than 2 Vigilance Commissioners (members). Central
Vigilance Commission is an independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament. It is the apex
vigilance institution monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government and advising various
authorities in Central Government organisations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their

vigilance work.They are appointed by the President on the recommendations of a Committee consisting
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of the Prime Minister (Chairperson), the Minister of Home Affairs (Member) and the Leader of the
Opposition in the House of the People (Member). The term of office of the Central Vigilance
Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners is 4 years from the date on which they enter their office
or till they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

9. Ans) (c)
Explanation
Defence Exhibition Organisation (DEO) is an autonomous organisation of the Indian Government
established in 1981, to promote the export potential of the Indian defence industry. It is responsible for
organising international exhibitions such as DefExpo and Indian participation at overseas exhibitions.
Aero India is a biennial international military and civil airshow that aims to draw international and Indian
military and civil aircraft makers, their support industries, military brass and government dignitaries and
business visitors. It provides a unique opportunity for the exchange of information, ideas and new
developments in the aviation industry, in addition to giving a fillip to the domestic aviation industry
furthering the cause of Make in India. In 2021, it will be organised by the Defence Exhibition
Organisation, Ministry of Defence.

10. Ans) (c)

Explanation

The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) celebrates the Ganga Utsav festival every year. The
three-day festival aims to promote stakeholder engagement and ensure public participation. It celebrates
mystical and cultural river Ganga through storytelling, folklores, dialogues with eminent personalities,
quizzes, displaying traditional art forms, dance and music performance by renowned artists, photo
galleries and exhibitions and much more. Ganga Quest is a pan India bilingual quiz to increase public
participation in Namami Gange program and encourage the youth. However, Mini Ganga Quest is
organised under Ganaga utsav. It is designed to make youth and students aware of environmental issues

and explain their role in conservation.
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